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UPCOMING MPO CONCERTS  

MAY 24, 2026  

SIDE -BY -SIDE concert with the Greater 

North Texas Youth Orchestra performing 

Rachmaninoff: Symphonic Dances  







PROGRAM  

 

Anton²n DvoƎ§k                                       Carnival Overture,  Op. 92 

 

 Mikl·s R·zsa                                                 Viola Concerto, Op. 37  

 Michael Fang, Viola 

 

       I. Moderato assai 

       II. Allegro giocoso 

       III. Adagio 

       IV. Allegro con spritoso 

 
 

INTERMISSION  
 
 

L. V. Beethoven    Symphony No. 6  in F Major,  Op. 68 (Pastoral) 
 

       I.     Awakening of cheerful feelings on arrival  

                     in the countryside  

       II.     Scene by the brook  

       III.    Merry gathering of country folk  

       IV.    Thunder, Storm  

       V.     Shepherd's song. Cheerful and thankful feelings  

                      after the storm  

 

 

MASTERWORKS SERIES     
CONCERTS  

 

Of Meadows and Merriment  
 



 

Dr. Zefeng (Michael) Fang is an accomplished violist and educator 

based in Allen, Texas. He holds a Doctor of Musical Arts from    

Michigan State University and a Master of Music from the Cleveland 

Institute of Music, where he studied under the esteemed tutelage of 

Jeffrey Irvine and Lynne Ramsey. He began his violin studies at age 

four and later transitioned to the viola under the mentorship of Wing 

Ho, former President of the Chinese Viola Society. 

A versatile performer, Dr. Fang has performed with the McKinney           

Philharmonic, Las Colinas Symphony, and Allen Philharmonic, among      

others. He has appeared on prestigious stages worldwide, including       

Severance Hall, the National Centre for the Performing Arts, the 

Liaoning Grand Theatre, and was a featured artist on Jining          

Television. His competitive achievements include winning the South 

Florida Young Artist Solo Competition and participating in the     

Primrose International Viola Competition. 

In 2022, he established Fangtastic Music Studio, where his students 

have gained admission to elite institutions such as The Juilliard 

School, Berklee College of Music, and UT Austin. He currently serves 

as a violin and viola Instructor at Frisco ISD, Lovejoy ISD and is an 

active member of TMEA and the American Viola Society. 

 



VIOLIN 1 
Marina Dichenko 

  (Concertmaster) 

Daria Oleinik 

  (Ass. Concertmaster)  

Jackson Hardman 

Yesenia Campos 

Ray Hsu 

Liz Valentina Munoz 

  Morales 

Joao Perez 

Mia Kelso 

Alex Heidt 

Jeng Chen  

 

VIOLIN 2 
Yulia Petkevich 

   (Principal) 

Natalie Smith  

Gebel Centeno 

Weiyi Shao 

Jocelyn Hund Turner 

Isabella Cowart 

Samuel Ng 

Jason Pooler 

John Paul Reid Duran  

   (GNTYO) 

  
VIOLA  
Danny Jordan 

   (Principal) 

Brandon Morrison 

Alexander Villalobos 

Stephen Beall  

Grace Remmer 

Monica de la Hoz 

Nikit Desai 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

CELLO 

Jenna Wood 

   (Guest Principal) 

Emmanuel Kwok  

Carlos Vargas 

Alejandra Ramirez 

Nathalie Hernandez  

Rachel Ellis 

Camila Urquiza 

 

DOUBLE BASS 

Gabe Ramon   

  (Principal)        

Ben Mitchell 

Nestor Zayas 

Monet Markle  

Gabby Servigna (GNTYO) 

 

HARP  
Michelle Campos 

 

CELESTE 
Peiyi Li 

 

FLUTE  
Abby Easterling 

   (Principal) 

SungAe Song 

Joo Chung 

   
OBOE 
Kristin Perry 

   (Principal) 

Cassandra Marble 

 

CLARINET 
Steven Robinson 

   (Principal) 

Dominique Feather 

Aiden Dellos (GNTYO) 

  

BASSOON 
Anthony Adario 

   (Principal) 

Haley Blanchard 

 

FRENCH HORN 
Ben Carroll 

   (Principal) 

Trenton Carr 

Derek Wright 

Stephanie Baron 

 
TRUMPET  

Regan OõConnor 

  (Principal)      

Rob Parton 

Aleyna Ashenfarb 

 

TROMBONE 
Jared Dickerson  

    (Principal) 

Nathan Gardner 

 

BASS TROMBONE 
Clayton Yoshifuku 

 

TUBA 

Eddie Golzales 

  

TIMPANI             

Brandon Kelly 

 

PERCUSSION 
Taylor Bowen 

Paige DeDeker 

Will Vasquez 

 

(GNTYO). Greater North 
Texas Youth Orchestra 
Mentorship Program            
Participants 
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JASON LIM 

ARTISTIC DIRECTOR and CONDUCTOR                                                   

of the MCKINNEY PHILHARMONIC             

ORCHESTRA and THE GREATER NORTH     

TEXAS YOUTH ORCHESTRA 

Jason Lim is an acclaimed conductor whose career is distinguished 
by artistry, innovation, and international recognition. Born in Penang, 
Malaysia, his passion for music began early and led him to pursue 
formal studies in viola performance at the Hong Kong Academy for         
Performing Arts under Alice Waten, where he was awarded a     
scholarship for his exceptional talent. He continued his training at the 
Canberra School of Music in Australia and later graduated with   
honors from the Australian Institute of Music in Sydney. Lim went on 
to earn a Masterõs degree in Orchestral Conducting from the       
University of North Texas. 
Celebrated for his visionary programming and expressive             
performances, Lim began his conducting career in Australia as an          
apprentice with the Canberra Youth Orchestra and later as Assistant 
Conductor with the Ku Ring Gai Philharmonic Orchestra in Sydney. 
He quickly gained recognition, winning First Prize in the New South 
Wales Ministry of Arts Conducting Prize. His accolades include First 
Prize in the 2021 American Prize - Vytautas Marijosius Memorial 
Award for Orchestral Programming, inclusion in the Texas Touring 
Roster by the Texas Commission on the Arts (2020), top honors in 
the American Prize Competition for Professional Conductors, the 
Ernst Bacon Memorial Award for excellence in performing American 
music, and most recently, Second Prize in the Professional Opera 
Conducting Division of the American Prize. 
Lim made his European debut in 2013 with the Academic State   
Concert Symphony Orchestra of Ukraine in Kyiv and has since     
conducted the Zabrze Philharmonic Orchestra in Poland, the       
Malaysian Philharmonic Orchestra, and has made guest appearances 
with the Abilene Philharmonic, Johnstown Symphony, and other    
ensembles. His artistry also extends beyond traditional symphonic 
work, with  collaborations that include choreographer Bill Evans, the 
Denton Bach Society, the American Baroque Opera Orchestra and 
appeared with the Opera Arlington in productions, including       
Dvorakõs Rusalka and Mozartõs Don Giovanni.  



Jason Lim, Bio - continued  
 
 

 

A passionate advocate for contemporary music, Lim has conducted 

premieres by young composers and commissioned new works,    

including Brad Robinõs BREATH (2012). As Music Director of the   

NOVA Ensemble, he led their first commercial recording on the 

Equilibrium label and conducted the premiere of Brian Bavelanderõs 

Distant Visions, blending orchestra and pre-recorded sound. His   

participation at SEAMUS Y2K, the North American Saxophone      

Alliance, and other festivals underscores his commitment to new   

music. 

Limõs dedication to mentorship and education is equally significant. 

He has conducted workshops and festivals across Asia and the   

United States, including a decade with the Abilene Summer Music 

Festival, leadership of the Summer Music Intensives in McKinney, 

Texas, and educational programs with the Pan American Music    

Festival in Edinburgh, Texas, and the Penang State Orchestra    

Workshop. He was selected to study under Gustav Meier at the    

Ithaca International Conducting Workshop and at the Pierre      

Monteux School for Conductors in Maine. Currently, he serves as 

Artistic Director of the Greater North Texas Youth Orchestra, shaping 

the next generation of musicians. 

In 2012, Lim founded the McKinney Philharmonic Orchestra, where 

he continues as Artistic Director and conductor. Under his leadership, 

the orchestra has been nationally recognized by the American Prize 

Competition and has launched an innovative mentorship program 

that pairs outstanding high school students with professional       

musicians, embodying his lifelong dedication to education and   

community engagement. Lim is also the Artistic Director of the 

Greater North Youth Orchestra and was recently named the music 

director of the Greenville Pops Orchestra.  

 
www.jasonlim-conductor.com 



ABOUT THE MCKINNEY PHILHARMONIC ORCHESTRA 

The McKinney Philharmonic Orchestra was established in May 2012 in   

Denton, Texas, under the leadership of Artistic Director Jason Lim. Originally 

known as the Odysseus Chamber Orchestra, it comprises professional    

classical musicians from the Dallas/Fort Worth area who share a            

commitment to fostering a vibrant community through the power of music 

and the arts.         

Since its inception, the orchestra has achieved remarkable milestones. Its 

debut performance in 2012 featured esteemed local soloists, including 

Christopher Deane, a renowned Professor of Percussion at the University of 

North Texas.   

In 2019, the orchestra performed the highly anticipated US premiere of 

"Musica Con Cello" by Pavel Karmanov. Additionally, the orchestra          

embarked on groundbreaking collaborations, including a full ballet        

production of Prokofiev's enchanting "Peter and the Wolf" with the Denton 

City Contemporary Ballet, a mesmerizing North Texas premiere              

performance of Igor Stravinsky's "A Soldier's Tale" with Amity Perry and 

Company, an extraordinary showcase of Astor Piazzolla's Tango music in 

partnership with world-renowned double bassist Jeff Bradetich, and a    

captivating collaboration with legendary guitarist Andy Timmons. The     

orchestra even shared the stage with the Grammy Award-winning Polka 

band, Brave Combo, in 2018.     

Today, the McKinney Philharmonic has expanded its concert season to    

encompass up to seven subscription concerts, featuring an innovative and 

diverse array of series, including Pops, Family, Chamber Music, Recital, and 

Classical performances. The orchestra's programming has gained national 

recognition, with Artistic Director Jason Lim being honored with the       

prestigious 2021 American Prize in Orchestral Programming-Vytautas     

Marijosius Memorial Award in the professional division.                               



 

BOARD OF DIRECTORS 

Julie Daniels, President 

Mark Read, Vice President 

Samantha Ettari, Secretary 

Maribel Harris, Treasurer 

Richard Urban, Volunteer Coordinator 

 

ADMINISTRATIVE STAFF 

Kevin Garza, MPO Ticketing Director and Director of the          

GNTYO Symphony Orchestra 

Rylan McCollough, Orchestra Librarian and Stage Manager                                         

Michelle Campos, Administrative Assistant (Donor Relations)                                

and Harpist of the MPO 
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The McKinney Philharmonic Orchestra is funded in part by the City of McKinney 

through the McKinney Arts Commission and the                                                  

McKinney Community Development Corporation.  

The McKinney Philharmonic Orchestra is also supported by The Frisco Arts         

Foundation, Texas Commission on the Arts and the National Endowment for the 

Arts.  

Special thanks to Annie Royer for her unwavering and continuous support and    

contributions.  





GREATER NORTH    

TEXAS YOUTH               

ORCHESTRA  

CULTIVATING THE NEXT             

GENERATION OF MUSICIANS  

Through collaboration and    

mentorship with the McKinney      

Philharmonic Orchestra, the 

Greater North Texas Youth     

Orchestra (GNTYO) provides 

young musicians many           

opportunities to grow their     

musical skills. Students can    

participate in three main         

orchestras, each designed to 

foster their progression to the 

next level of musicianship. These 

orchestras rehearse and perform 

for the community throughout 

the season. Young Artist        

Orchestra: which brings together            

exceptionally talented and      

advanced students with a strong 

love for music and music-making 

at the highest level. Symphony          

Orchestra: Aimed at advanced 

and  intermediate students, this 

full orchestra helps musicians 

gain the experience and            

confidence necessary to         

progress on their symphonic       

journey. Philharmonic Orchestra: 

Designed for intermediate-level 

students, this program is for 

those who wish to experience   

playing in an orchestral setting 

while gaining valuable skills. 



 

MAKE A DONATION OR      

BECOME A SPONSOR 
Support the McKinney Philharmonic Orchestra 

The McKinney Philharmonic Orchestra is proud to bring world

-class performances right here to our community. By          

supporting a local professional orchestra, you are helping to 

keep the arts thriving in McKinney-not only enriching the    

cultural life of our city but also investing directly in the      

community you call home. 

Your gift allows us to: 

¶ Present inspiring concerts featuring professional musicians 
from across North Texas. 

 
¶ Provide scholarships and mentorship for young students who 
dream of pursuing music. 

 
¶ Offer educational programs and youth orchestra opportunities 
that nurture the next generation of artists. 

 
¶ Strengthen McKinneyõs identity as a vibrant city where the arts 
play a central role. 

 
When you give locally, your support has a lasting impact. Together, 
we can ensure that great music, education, and cultural growth    
remain accessible to everyone in our community. 

Please scan the QR code to the right to make your contribution     
today. Every donation, no matter the size, helps us keep the music 
alive for McKinney and beyond. 
When you give locally, your support has a lasting 
impact. Together, we can ensure that great music, 
education, and cultural growth   remain accessible 
to everyone in our community. 

 



BENEFACTOR ($2000+) 

The Weigel Trust 

Melanie Karyn Morgan  

 

SUSTAINER ($1,000-$1,999)  

Bob and Kelley Burgess 

Stephen and Cynthia Cundall 

John and Diane Cantrell 

Louie George Stanbary 

 

PATRON ($500-$999)  

Ron and Jo Ann Graham   

Mark and Linda Read 

Dan and Lorene Teed  

Bob and Gareth Montgomery 

Annie Royer 

 

CHAMPION ($250-$499)  

Samuel Ng 

John and Diane Petring 

 

SUPPORTER ($100-$249)  

Tim and Darsha Blair 

Joe and Jessica Cantanese 

Melissa Chadwick 

Donald Cutler 

Christine Cole 

Kun Fu and Janice Lang           

Robert and Candace Hart  

Nongthanglemba     

     Langpoklakpam                                                                                                              

Paul Linden 

Reimagined Stained Glass LLC  

Ronny Rudzinski  

Rob and Carole Smith 

John and Elizabeth Sefcik 

Patrick and Penelope Throop  

Marcia Elizabeth Walsh 
 

 

 

 

 

GRANTS 

CORPORATE SPONSORS 

INDIVIDUAL DONORS 

Thank you ¢h h¦w D9b9wh¦{  
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