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Side - By - Side Concert Series  
 

McKinney Philharmonic Orchestra  

&  

the Greater North Texas Youth Orchestra 

 
 

PROGRAM 
 

 

Philharmonic Orchestra 
 

Romeo and Juliet Overture               Tchaikovsky Arr. Richard Meyer 

Sunseeker                                                              Kevin Garza 

 

 

Symphony Orchestra 

 
Spanish Dance                                                   Andrew Wainwright 
 
Intermezzo from Cavalleria Rusticana                      Pietro Mascagni 
 
Danse Bacchanale from Samson et Dalila           Camille Saint-Sa±ns 
 
 
 

INTERMISSION  
 
 

Young Artist Orchestra  
 
 

Symphonic Dances, Op. 45   Sergei Rachmaninoff 
 

I. Allegro  

II. Andante con moto (Tempo di Valse) 

III. Lento assai - Allegro vivace - Lento assai. Come prima -                                                                   

Allegro Vivace  
 



 

VIOLIN 1  

John Paul Reid Duran, 

   concertmaster 

Abhay Nampoothiri 

Jerry Song 

Marcus Han 

Brian Reid Duran 

Leonardo Ocampo  

    Ramos 

Thalia Hsu 

Whitney Wetzel 

 

VIOLIN 2 

Preston Dobbs,               

  principal  

Aditya Rao Udupi 

Isabelle Yiu 

Maddie de Leon  

Brandon Fu 

Abhiti Yeluripati 

Aurelius Andreyev 

Janie Youngbeen Lee 

 

VIOLA 

Vaghul Srivallaban,  

   principal 

Nico Harris 

Zalana Aguillard 

Lily Sanders 

 

 

 

 

CELLO 

James Williams,  

   principal 

Brooke Aguillard 

Alejandro Pagle  

Sofia Summers 

Shakti Subramaniam 

Audrey Le 

 

D. BASS 

Gabriela Servigna, 

   principal 

Koen Wang 

 

HARP 

Meghna Mahendran  

 

FLUTE 

Jade Golzales,      

   principal 

 

CLARINET 

Aeden Dellos, principal 

Silas Urban 

Gavrie Ramos 

 

BASSOON 

Shreyas Konyala  

Nikhil Kalakada  

 
 
 
 

FRENCH HORN 

Lucas Rodriguez,  

    principal 

Max Tessnow 

Vihaan Obla 

 

TRUMPET 

Emilly Sticher 

Sahil Shah 

 

TROMBONE 

John James 

 

TUBA 

Phoenix McGrew 

 

 

 

 

 

MEMBERS OF THE GNTYO YOUNG ARTIST ORCHESTRA 



VIOLIN 1 

Rebecca Noble, 

   concertmaster 

Christian Yumul 

Violetta Zhukovskiy 

Samvrit Bhavsar 

Geethika Bhuma 

Jocelyn Du 

Xueer Chen 

Karthika Pilla 

Castor Yang 

 

VIOLIN 2 

Lucas Ponce, 

   principal 

Eugene Jang 

Bhavesh Bhuma 

Isabella Lekkas 

Suhaana       

     Balakrishnan                                             

Trisha Joshi 

Elaine Lu 

Gabriela Andrews 

Prakash Naidu 

 

VIOLA 

Amara Jain,  

   principal 

Jiah Kim 

Lucas Hlavaty 

Emma Rose 

 

 

Adam Clara 

Yorika Ohashi 

Violet Gwartney 

 

CELLO 

Maggie Gormley,  

   principal 

Yoav Sharivker 

SiMilo Taylor 

Tymofii Bazhukov 

Nelson Lu 

 

D. BASS 

Aedan Wheat 

 

FLUTE 

Ananya Chopra 

Dahae Kim 

 

OBOE 

Avni Gupta 

Lily Salzman 

 

CLARINET 

Tikum Bradley 

Raman Chakravarty 

Leonardo Navarro 

 

BASSOON 

Medha Devdhar 

Iniya Vimalan 

 

 

FRENCH HORN 

Dane Girard 

Violet Nirchi 

Julian Schiavon 

Ameya Thirtha 

 

TRUMPET 

Miles Chen-Randall 

Bharath  

   Dharmalingam 

Sean Dorff 

Austin Rodriguez 

 

TROMBONE 

Noah Rodriguez 

Carter Brennan 

 

BASS TROMBONE 

Matthew Glenn 

 

TUBA 

Noah Marashi 

 

 

 

MEMBERS OF THE GNTYO SYMPHONY ORCHESTRA 



VIOLIN 1  

Zori George 

Evy Johnson  

Mukundhan   

    Parthasarathi                                                 

Padma Yekasi 

Maggie Weng 

Pamlin Alfred           

     Kurishingal       

Deema Al Shalal 

Dhriti Reddy 

     Bommana              

John Tu 

Josie Johns 

Sienna Schimming 

 

VIOLIN 2  

Srivalli Majeti  

Emma Huey  

Sean Kim 

Anvita Joshi 

Nicolle Montoya 

Colby Baroro 

Luotong Wang 

Colton Baroro 

Anika Dhiman 

Dhriti Hosamani 

Diya Kosaraju 

 

VIOLA 

Kiyamba  

    Langpoklakpam 

Alayna Poupko 

Madelyn Trinh 

Julia Ruiz 

Zoey Wang 

Eugene Maimbo 

Diya Adaikalam 

Naaya Lynn Harvey 

Siddhi Karan 

Grace Adams 

 

CELLO 

Avery Laurendine  

Edward Liao 

Nithyasree Irujolla 

Sohan Polapalli  

Madhavan  

    Parthasarathi 

Victoria Servigna 

Henry Tan 

Shriya Vijay 

Braden Hufford 

Elliot Westfall 

 

D. BASS 

Eshaan Sriram  

Benjamin Leal 

De Garrett-Price  

 

 

FLUTE 

Emily Daily 

Maribel Ho 

Karson Ford  

 

OBOE 

Trevor Kim 

Claire Lansford 

 

BASSOON 

Zoe Belveal 

Benjamin To 

 

FRENCH HORN 

Paarth Gulati  

 

TUBA 

Noah Marashi 

 

HARP 

Dhriti Hosamani 

 

PERCUSSION 

Lukas Duncan 

Hannah Lansford 

MEMBERS OF THE GNTYO PHILHARMONIC ORCHESTRA 



VIOLIN 1 

Marina Dichenko, 

  concertmaster 

Daria Oleinik, 

  ass. concertmaster  

Miranda Porras 

Jackson Hardman 

Liz Valentina Munoz 

  Morales 

Joao Perez 

Weiyi Shao 

Dimitrii Tabala 

 

VIOLIN 2 

Yulia Petkevich, 

   principal 

Natalie Smith  

Ray Hsu 

Gebel Centeno 

Weiyi Shao 

Jocelyn Hund Turner 

Sejin Park  

Samuel Ng 

  

VIOLA  

Danny Jordan, 

   principal 

Michael Fang  

Alexander Villalobos 

Brandon Morrison 

Jorge Luis Zapata Marin 

Grace Remmer 

Valentina Gamarra 

 

CELLO 

Jenna Wood, 

   guest principal 

Emmanuel Kwok  

Carlos Vargas 

Nathalie Hernandez  

Nancy Oliveras 

Alejandra Ramirez 

Rachel Ellis 

 

DOUBLE BASS 

Gabe Ramon,   

  principal        

Ben Mitchell 

Nestor Zayas 

Monet Markle  

 

HARP  
Maria de Jesus 

 

PIANO 

Peiyi Li 

 

FLUTE  
Abby Easterling, 

   principal 

SungAe Song 

Erin Nguyan 

   
OBOE 
Kristin Perry, 

   principal 

Cassandra Marble 

Margie Berger 

 

CLARINET 
Steven Robinson, 

   principal 

Jake Hale   
 

BASSOON 

Anthony Adario, 

   principal 

Haley Blanchard 

 

ALTO SAXOPHONE 

Mike Nguyen 

 

FRENCH HORN 

Ben Carroll, principal 

Trenton Carr 

Derek Wright 

Stephanie Baron 

 

TRUMPET  

Regan OõConnor, 

  principal     

Rob Parton 

Aleyna Ashenfarb 

 

TROMBONE 

Jared Dickerson,  

    principal 

Dawson Ward  
 

BASS TROMBONE 
Clayton Yoshifuku 

 

TUBA 

Eddie Golzales 

  

TIMPANI             

Brandon Kelly 

 

PERCUSSION 

Derron Bell 

Jose Uzcategui 

Ty Young Yoon 

John Scharf 

Lilian Dietrich 

 

MEMBERS OF THE MCKINNEY PHILHARMONIC ORCHESTRA 



Notable achievements by our  
GNTYO students  

 

The M¿hlford Clarinet Quintet, formed through their shared         

experience in the Young Artist Orchestra, performed in two separate 

competitions outside of GNTYO. The Coltman Chamber Music    

Competition heard entries from 132 ensembles in the nation,        

selecting only 32 to compete in Austin in the finals. The group made 

it to the top 4 as semi-finalists, being able to compete against top 

conservatory musicians from around the United States. Additionally, 

they earned First Prize in the 2026 Winter Music Competition hosted 

by the Charleston International Music Competition for their work by 

Johannes Brahms and Wolfgang Amadeus Mozart.      

Musicians:  (alphabetically) 

Brian Reid Duran: Violin 

John Paul Reid Duran: Violin 

Nico Harris: Viola 

Silas Urban: Clarinet 

James Williams: Cello 

 

Work:   

Johannes Brahms | Clarinet Quintet Op. 115, I. Allegro 

Wolfgang Amadeus Mozart | Clarinet Quintet K. 581, II. Larghetto 



Silas Urban, clarinetist in GNTYO Young Artist competed in several 

competitions this year and committed to another year alongside the 

top orchestra in GNTYO.  Silas formed a quintet this year, competing 

in the 13th Annual Coltman Chamber Music Competition.  His group 

made the semi-finals after being selected from a group of 132 en-

sembles down to 32 and then down to the top 4.  His group also 

submitted work to the Charleston International Music Competition 

where they earned First Prize in the 2026 Winter Music              

Competition.  Silas also earned Concert Master and Principal Clarinet 

at both TPSMEA and ATSSB All-State competitions as well as top 

marks for his solo and ensemble work this year at Texas              

competitions.   



 

 

 

Looking back at our 2025 -2026 season  

Db¢¸h /ƻƭƭŀōƻǊŀǝƻƴ ǿƛǘƘ 

ǘƘŜ 5ŀƭƭŀǎ tƘƛƭƘŀǊƳƻƴƛŎ /ƘƻƛǊ 

Db¢¸h ath aŜƴǘƻǊǎƘƛǇ {ǘǳŘŜƴǘǎ 

Db¢¸h !ƭǳƳƴƛ Ƨƻƛƴǎ ath ŀǎ         

ǇǊƻŦŜǎǎƛƻƴŀƭ ƳǳǎƛŎƛŀƴǎ 
/ƻƴŎŜǊǘƻ /ƻƳǇŜǝǝƻƴ ²ƛƴƴŜǊǎ 

!ōƘŀȅ            

bŀƳǇƻƻǘƘƛǊƛ  

ŎƻƴŘǳŎǝƴƎ ǘƘŜ 

¸ƻǳƴƎ !Ǌǝǎǘ    

hǊŎƘŜǎǘǊŀ 



ABOUT THE MCKINNEY PHILHARMONIC ORCHESTRA 

The McKinney Philharmonic Orchestra was established in May 2012 in   

Denton, Texas, under the leadership of Artistic Director Jason Lim. Originally 

known as the Odysseus Chamber Orchestra, it comprises professional    

classical musicians from the Dallas/Fort Worth area who share a            

commitment to fostering a vibrant community through the power of music 

and the arts.         

Since its inception, the orchestra has achieved remarkable milestones. Its 

debut performance in 2012 featured esteemed local soloists, including 

Christopher Deane, a renowned Professor of Percussion at the University of 

North Texas.   

In 2019, the orchestra performed the highly anticipated US premiere of 

"Musica Con Cello" by Pavel Karmanov. Additionally, the orchestra          

embarked on groundbreaking collaborations, including a full ballet        

production of Prokofiev's enchanting "Peter and the Wolf" with the Denton 

City Contemporary Ballet, a mesmerizing North Texas premiere              

performance of Igor Stravinsky's "A Soldier's Tale" with Amity Perry and 

Company, an extraordinary showcase of Astor Piazzolla's Tango music in 

partnership with world-renowned double bassist Jeff Bradetich, and a    

captivating collaboration with legendary guitarist Andy Timmons. The     

orchestra even shared the stage with the Grammy Award-winning Polka 

band, Brave Combo, in 2018.     

Today, the McKinney Philharmonic has expanded its concert season to    

encompass up to seven subscription concerts, featuring an innovative and 

diverse array of series, including Pops, Family, Chamber Music, Recital, and 

Classical performances. The orchestra's programming has gained national 

recognition, with Artistic Director Jason Lim being honored with the       

prestigious 2021 American Prize in Orchestral Programming-Vytautas     

Marijosius Memorial Award in the professional division.                               



ABOUT THE GREATER NORTH TEXAS YOUTH ORCHESTRA 

The Greater North Texas Youth Orchestra (GNTYO) was founded in 

2017 as a direct result of Artistic Director Jason Limõs desire to build 

and serve the North Texas community with an exceptional orchestral 

experience for both students and audience members. The GNTYO 

believes that fine arts ð especially as a youth orchestra ð is an       

essential element of a strong, vibrant community and the              

organization is excited to play an integral part in cultivating this     

element of cultural awareness and growth in North Texas. 

 

Each season, students from the North Texas area come together to 

rehearse and perform musical works from multiple genres and eras 

of music literature. It is the GNTYOõs goal to supplement studentsõ 

musical education as well as grow their skills and character through 

the GNTYO experience. All GNTYO musicians are exposed to     

comprehensive and challenging music literature, intensive orchestral 

instruction with respected and accomplished coaches, master classes, 

music theory, and rewarding performances. 

 

Since its inception, Maestro Lim's vision for the GNTYO has been to 

foster an affinity and respect for fine arts in young musicians through 

understanding and discipline similar to those experienced by        

professional musicians. His unique programming offers students a 

broad scope of musical styles and one-of-a-kind opportunities such 

as playing with Grammy Award-winning Polka band Brave Combo, 

and the Mentorship Program in which talented students perform side

-by-side with professional musicians for a true-to-life learning       

experience.  



Nikit P. Desai earned a bachelor's degree in Music Education with a     

concentration in viola performance from Texas Tech University, 

studying under Dr. Blair Williams and Dr. Kimberly Sparr. He       

performed with the TTU Symphony Orchestra, chamber ensembles, 

and solo recitals while teaching young musicians through the TTU 

String Project, including a unique òparent orchestraó for adult      

beginners. 

After graduating, Mr. Desai served as Associate Director at         

Centennial High School (2019ð2021), leading ensembles to UIL 

Sweepstakes performances. He continued this success at Scoggins 

Middle School, where he emphasizes culturally relevant repertoire 

and advanced foundational skills. He has served at Scoggins Middle 

School for the last 5 years. 

An active violist with the McKinney Philharmonic, Mr. Desai enjoys 

tennis, golf, and cooking diverse cuisines in his free time. 

NIKIT DESAI 
Conductor and Director of the  

GNTYO Philharmonic Orchestra 



Kevin Garza is a conductor, composer, and trombonist known for his       

expressive musicianship, engaging performances, and commitment to music 

education. With over a decade of experience as a teacher and performer, he 

has worked with ensembles and students across Indiana, Kentucky, and   

Texas. 

From 2014 to 2017, Garza played an active role in the music community of 

New Albany, Indiana, and the greater Louisville, Kentucky area. He served on 

the marching band staff at New Albany High School, teaching brass students 

and composing two original marching productions, Destinations (2015) and 

Crest & Crown (2016), helping to revitalize the program. As a trombonist, he 

performed as principal trombone with the Brass Band of Louisville and the 

Louisville Winds. 

Relocating to Texas in 2017, Garza taught low brass in several school districts 

and later served as Director of Orchestras at Williams High School in Plano 

ISD from 2020 to 2024. Under his leadership, the Chamber Orchestra earned 

consecutive UIL Sweepstakes awards, and he revitalized the program by 

reestablishing the Williams Orchestra Booster Club. He also founded òViva 

Violaó, an innovative event uniting over 100 viola students to collaborate with 

a professional musician. 

In 2023, Garza joined the Greater North Texas Youth Orchestra (GNTYO) as 

Symphony Conductor, where he led the world premiere of his original work 

and when the snow fell we loved you still (2024). He has also served as      

Interim Conductor for the East Texas Youth Orchestra Philharmonic and the 

GNTYO Philharmonic. In addition, he is a member of the McKinney         

Philharmonic Orchestraõs administrative team, serving as Ticketing Director. 

Garza holds a Bachelor of Music in Composition from Indiana University and 

a Master of Music in Conducting from Southern Methodist University.     

Outside music, he is a certified project manager who enjoys cooking, coffee, 

reading, and time with friends and family. 

KEVIN GARZA 
Conductor and Director of the  

GNTYO Symphony Orchestra 



JASON LIM 

ARTISTIC DIRECTOR and CONDUCTOR                                                   

of the MCKINNEY PHILHARMONIC             

ORCHESTRA and THE GREATER NORTH     

TEXAS YOUTH ORCHESTRA 

Jason Lim is an acclaimed conductor whose career is distinguished 
by artistry, innovation, and international recognition. Born in Penang, 
Malaysia, his passion for music began early and led him to pursue 
formal studies in viola performance at the Hong Kong Academy for         
Performing Arts under Alice Waten, where he was awarded a     
scholarship for his exceptional talent. He continued his training at the 
Canberra School of Music in Australia and later graduated with   
honors from the Australian Institute of Music in Sydney. Lim went on 
to earn a Masterõs degree in Orchestral Conducting from the       
University of North Texas. 
Celebrated for his visionary programming and expressive             
performances, Lim began his conducting career in Australia as an          
apprentice with the Canberra Youth Orchestra and later as Assistant 
Conductor with the Ku Ring Gai Philharmonic Orchestra in Sydney. 
He quickly gained recognition, winning First Prize in the New South 
Wales Ministry of Arts Conducting Prize. His accolades include First 
Prize in the 2021 American PrizeñVytautas Marijosius Memorial 
Award for Orchestral Programming, inclusion in the Texas Touring 
Roster by the Texas Commission on the Arts (2020), top honors in 
the American Prize Competition for Professional Conductors, the 
Ernst Bacon Memorial Award for excellence in performing American 
music, and most recently, Second Prize in the Professional Opera 
Conducting Division of the American Prize. 
Lim made his European debut in 2013 with the Academic State   
Concert Symphony Orchestra of Ukraine in Kyiv and has since     
conducted the Zabrze Philharmonic Orchestra in Poland, the       
Malaysian Philharmonic Orchestra, and guest appearances with the 
Abilene Philharmonic, Johnstown Symphony, and other ensembles. 
His artistry also extends beyond traditional symphonic work, with  
collaborations that include choreographer Bill Evans, the Denton 
Bach Society, the American Baroque Opera Orchestra and appeared 
with the Opera Arlington in productions, including Dvorakõs Rusalka 
and Mozartõs Don Giovanni.  



Jason Lim, Bio - continued  
 
 

 
A passionate advocate for contemporary music, Lim has conducted 

premieres by young composers and commissioned new works,    

including Brad Robinõs BREATH (2012). As Music Director of the   

NOVA Ensemble, he led their first commercial recording on the 

Equilibrium label and conducted the premiere of Brian Bavelanderõs 

Distant Visions, blending orchestra and pre-recorded sound. His   

participation at SEAMUS Y2K, the North American Saxophone      

Alliance, and other festivals underscores his commitment to new   

music. 

Limõs dedication to mentorship and education is equally significant. 

He has conducted workshops and festivals across Asia and the   

United States, including a decade with the Abilene Summer Music 

Festival, leadership of the Summer Music Intensives in McKinney, 

Texas, and educational programs with the Pan American Music    

Festival in Edinburgh, Texas, and the Penang State Orchestra    

Workshop. He was selected to study under Gustav Meier at the    

Ithaca International Conducting Workshop and at the Pierre      

Monteux School for Conductors in Maine. Currently, he serves as 

Artistic Director of the Greater North Texas Youth Orchestra, shaping 

the next generation of musicians. 

In 2012, Lim founded the McKinney Philharmonic Orchestra, where 

he continues as Artistic Director and conductor. Under his leadership, 

the orchestra has been nationally recognized by the American Prize 

Competition and has launched an innovative mentorship program 

that pairs outstanding high school students with professional       

musicians, embodying his lifelong dedication to education and   

community engagement. Lim is also the Artistic Director of the 

Greater North Youth Orchestra and was recently named the music 

director of the Greenville Pops Orchestra.  

 
www.jasonlim-conductor.com 



 

BOARD OF DIRECTORS 

Julie Daniels, President 

Mark Read, Vice President 

Samantha Ettari, Secretary 

Maribel Harris, Treasurer 

Richard Urban, Volunteer Coordinator 

 

ADMINISTRATIVE STAFF 

Kevin Garza, MPO Ticketing Director and Director of the          

GNTYO Symphony Orchestra 

Rylan McCollough, Orchestra Librarian and Stage Manager                                         

Michelle Campos, Administrative Assistant (Donor Relations)                                

and Harpist of the MPO 
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Arts.  
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MAKE A DONATION OR      

BECOME A SPONSOR 
Support the McKinney Philharmonic Orchestra 
The McKinney Philharmonic Orchestra is proud to bring world-class 
performances right here to our community. By supporting a local 
professional orchestra, you are helping to keep the arts thriving in 
McKinneyñnot only enriching the cultural life of our city but also 
investing directly in the community you call home. 

Your gift allows us to: 

¶ Present inspiring concerts featuring professional musicians 
from across North Texas. 

 
¶ Provide scholarships and mentorship for young students who 
dream of pursuing music. 

 
¶ Offer educational programs and youth orchestra opportunities 
that nurture the next generation of artists. 

 
¶ Strengthen McKinneyõs identity as a vibrant city where the arts 
play a central role. 

 
When you give locally, your support has a lasting impact. Together, 
we can ensure that great music, education, and cultural growth    
remain accessible to everyone in our community. 

Please scan the QR code to the right to make your contribution     
today. Every donation, no matter the size, helps us keep the music 
alive for McKinney and beyond. 
When you give locally, your support has a lasting impact. Together, 
we can ensure that great music, education, and cultural growth   
remain accessible to everyone in our community. 

If you are interested in becoming a sponsor, please pick up a sponsorship 

guide in the foyer.  


